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INTRODUCTORY REMARKS'
Joseph R. Murphy-

As

this

symposium commences, it is approwhat motivated the conveners

priate to ask

to choose this particular time to address yet

again a now-famiHar subject.
point,

what

specific

More

to

the

aspects of the endan-

gered species problem might be confronted
in the framework of another symposium? At
least three kinds of rationale for such a meeting come to mind.

endangered species program in
if not throughout the
world, stands at a crossroads in terms of public and legislative support. Recent newsworthy events, wherein an endangered animal or plant is seemingly pitted against the
agencies of human progress and welfare,
have focused attention on what appear to be
First, the

the United States,

"either-or" alternatives regarding the species
in question as

opposed

to

some

real or

imag-

ined public good; the Tellicoe Dam incident
exemplifies this kind of dilemma. One result
of this

is

that industry representatives,

and

of-

biology and long on demagoguery, they

at-

undermine the basic concern of the
public for the welfare of endangered or
Overzealous conthreatened species.

tempt

to

servationists

may

further complicate matters

by adopting inflexible and unrealistic positions. These polarized opinions leave little
common ground for effective compromise. It
is to be hoped that this symposium can contribute, in at least a small way, to some resolution of these tensions.

A second rationale for the symposium may
be found in the fact that the invited participants, as well as those who have come to listen, represent a broad spectrum of agencies
and organizations involved in endangered
species concerns.

resource

Among

those present are

management personnel from numer-

ous state and federal agencies, representafrom public and private utilities and

tives

other industries, university researchers, and
spokesmen for private conservation organiza-

constant fear that

This diversity of viewpoint and experience should promote a broad examination
of the various issues, and perhaps a greater

forestall a multimillion dollar

development.
both local and national levels,
frequently exacerbate the situation; short on

tolerance for the views of the "opposition."

Politicians, at

Too

government agency personnel, live in
some obscure and hitherto
undescribed species of clam or lousewort will
ten

tions.

'The symposium convened in the Monte L. Bean Life Science Museum, Brigha
'Department of Zoology, Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah 84602.

on endangered spegroups with identical or similar

often, conferences

cies involve

Young

University, Provo, Utah, 7-8

December

1978.
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philosophical

positions;

this

gives

partici-

pants an excellent chance to reinforce one
another's views, but little or no opportunity
to gain

new

Third,

insights.

this

particular

symposium

differs

from many held in the past by virtue of its
emphasis upon several taxa of the humbler
and less spectacular creatures, e.g. plants, insects, and other invertebrates. The public image of endangered species is probably embodied in or symbolized by such "glamour"
forms as the peregrine falcon or blue whale.
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increasing global concern for the perpetu-

is

ation of threatened plants and wildlife, as

pressures brought against natural ecosystems
by expanding human populations inexorably
mount. This subject will be treated in great
detail by several of the invited speakers, and

only wish to point out here that, while

I

there
a

is

much

few hopeful

posing

cause for pessimism, there are
signs as well.

my own

At the

risk of ex-

biases regarding the relative

Though

worth of threatened wildlife, I will cite a few
positive examples from the realm of avian
conservation, an area in which I have some

cies

first-hand experience.

strong public support for these spenecessary and important, it is misleading and imdesirable to focus all attention
on them alone. Biologists realize that the
is

Certain species of raptors have responded
favorably to the voluntary or enforced de-

condition of the so-called "matrix" species of
plants and invertebrates often supplies a

cline in the use of persistent pesticides, for-

more accurate indication

tamination. Noteworthy in this regard

of the

overall

health of an ecosystem than does the plight
of one or a few species of top consumers.

Hence
comes

the status of these lower forms bea matter of priority for all of us,

and

not just for the erudite specialist. In a very
real sense, then, this symposium seeks to

break
phasis

new ground in placing appropriate emupon many species which have here-

been neglected.
Obviously, the foregoing are not the only
valid reasons for convening this series of
tofore

need to examine the fundamental philosophical prem-

meetings. There

is still

a genuine

vmderlying the management of endanspecies. That there yet remain
substantial areas of disagreement concerning
ises

gered

the status of protected organisms

was made

merly a major source of environmental conis

the

apparent recovery of breeding populations of
the peregrine falcon in the United Kingdom
and parts of northern Europe. A similar pattern of recovery has been detected among
many populations of the osprey in the United
States and elsewhere. It is to be hoped that
this encouraging trend can continue, and that
hard pesticides will be replaced by new-generation chemicals in those areas of the world
where these problems still exist. In the battle
to

save the peregrine, additional successes

have been achieved through the release of
captive-bred birds into areas from which the
species has been extirpated in recent decades.
Results have been sufficiently encouraging to
stimulate the drafting of plans for a similar
effort

on behalf of the seriously endangered

manifest in the recent congressional debates

California condor; another such program

directed toward making significant changes
in the Endangered Species Act itself. In seek-

contemplated

ing these modifications, congressmen claimed

of forest habitat to

to

be responding

to a "grass roots"

demand

promoted by a
vocal segment of industry representatives and
the public, who contend they have been economically disadvantaged by decisions such as
that regarding the snail darter and the Tellfor

relaxation of standards

icoe Dam. The long-term consequences of
any substantial amendments to the present
act will be closely monitored by those on
both sides of controversies involving endangered species.
Broadening the concern for vanishing species to a worldwide scope, we find that there

is

for the Philippine eagle, a vic-

tim of the all-too-familiar story of destmction
meet the needs of a rapidly

growing human population.

The

kinds of success obtained with raptors
can certainly be expected in the intensive
of other species of birds and
threatened wildlife in general. For example,
the International Crane Foundation of Baraboo, Wisconsin, has imderway an ambitious

management

program of captive breeding and restocking
which has as its objective the perpetuation of
each of the endangered species of that group.
Some additional optimism in respect to the
whooping crane has been engendered by a
scheme to produce more young whoopers for
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Species:

later release into the

tion as well as deal realistically with the sur-

of eggs

vival of the species.

wild by cross-fostering
and nestlings, using sandliill cranes as
smrogate parents.
There is another category of species whose
decline may have been arrested by increased
public awareness and more enlightened management practices of wild populations. Such
would appear to be the case with the golden
eagle in the western United States. While direct and indirect persecution still account for
considerable mortality throughout the West,
there is good evidence that breeding populations are healthy and stable at the present
time. There are also indications that at least

many

of these eagles adjust well or

become

human

disturb-

habituated to various types of

It is

hoped

its

principal

function will be to keep the golden eagle at a
healthy distance from the endangered species
list;

to the extent that

successful,

it is

In closing,

I

could

it

management

serve as a model for the
many other species.

am tempted

of

to deliver a stir-

which I would remind you
of the necessity for coming to grips with the
ring peroration in

time in the history of the
conservation movement, of our custodial re-

issues at this critical

toward

sponsibility

subhuman

the

species

with which we share the planet, and of the
challenge to initiate innovative and effective
solutions. Instead, I will merely quote some

somewhat

ance,

rather straightforward

thought. This in turn suggests that not

words ascribed to the late King George VI,
which were adopted as the motto of the Timbavati Nature Reserve in South Africa:

and are not as sensitive or inclined to
abandon nests as many of us had previously
all

of

our direst predictions need come true in
every case, although it is obvious that many
endangered species are not as adaptable and
versatile as we would want. Another plus for
the future of the golden eagle is that a longawaited federal management plan for this
species appears to be forthcoming. This plan
is intended to offer management guidelines
that will address problems of eagle depreda-

The

wildlife of today

please.

those

We

have

who come

Perhaps

it

it

is

if

trite

not ours to dispose of as

in trust.

We

must account

for

it

we
to

after.
is

this

intrinsic

we

kind of value

should always have before us in our
deliberations on even the least spectacular of
that

the endangered species.

